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E d i t o r i a l
A new  edition  of the  M ythlore  index  is now  available. T he M ythlore Plus 
Index, w h ich  can be  p u rch ased  as a searchab le  PD F d ow n load , indexes an d  
abstrac ts every  issue of M ythlore  th ro u g h  117/118, ev ery  issue of Tolkien Journal 
(w h ich  w as abso rbed  b y  M ythlore  ea rly  in  its h istory), ev ery  p u b lish ed  M ythcon  
conference p roceed ings, a n d  ev ery  ed ited  collection of scho larly  essays 
p u b lish ed  b y  th e  M ythopoeic  P ress. U p d a tes  w ill be  m a d e  availab le  to 
p u rch ase rs  as th ey  are  com p leted  after each n ew  M ythlore issue o r M y th p ress  
collection. P lease v is it o u r w ebsite  o r see th e  M ythopoeic  P ress ad  in  th is issue 
for details.
I 'm  especially  d e lig h ted  th a t w e  are able to  s ta rt o u t th is  issue w ith  G. 
R onald  M u rp h y 's  Scholar G uest of H o n o r ad d re ss  from  the  2012 M ythcon  in  
Berkeley. In  th is excerp t from  h is  fo rthcom ing  book, Tree o f Salvation, M u rp h y  
exp lores h o w  those  w ho  in tro d u ced  C hris tian ity  to  S cand inav ia  delibera te ly  
a d a p te d  a n d  " tran s la ted "  N orse  relig ious m otifs a n d  practices in  tw o  para lle l 
w a y s —th ro u g h  lite ra ry  w orks, especially  as seen in  th e  Heliand, b u t also th ro u g h  
chu rch  a rt a n d  arch itecture . In  th is illu s tra ted  essay, w e  can see h o w  beliefs 
ab o u t Y ggdrasil an d  R agnarok  are  in co rp o ra ted  an d  tran sfo rm ed  in  th e  design  
an d  o rnam en ta tio n  of th e  u n u su a l stave churches of N orw ay .
I 'm  also p leased  to  be able to  p re sen t an  in te rv iew  w ith  C olin  H av ard , 
son of Ink lin g  D r. R obert E. "H u m p h rey "  H av ard . In  late 2011, Justin  T. N oetzel 
an d  M atth ew  R. B ardow ell h a d  a chance to m ee t w ith  H a v a rd  an d  reco rd  h is 
rem in iscences ab o u t h is  father, h is  C atho lic  faith , h is  fr ien d sh ip s w ith  J.R.R. 
T olkien  an d  th e  L ew is b ro th e rs  in  particu la r, an d  th e  Ink lings an d  prac tic ing  
m ed ic ine  in  O xford  in  general. A s th e  lone Ink lin g  from  a scientific backg round , 
h e  b ro u g h t a u n iq u e  p erspective  to th e  g ro u p 's  d iscussions.
U nusua lly , w e h av e  on ly  one T olk ien -cen tered  p a p e r  in  th is issue. Sue 
B ridgw ater finds connections be tw een  The Lord o f the Rings a n d  T o lk ien 's  long  
pro fessional en g ag em en t w ith  th e  m ed ieva l rom ance  Sir Orfeo. Orfeo's p lo t 
e lem en ts of a k in g 's  separa tion  from  h is  qu een  an d  h is  tes tin g  of h is  s tew ard  are 
echoed  (albeit in  a so m ew h at frag m en ted  w ay) a n d  re -exam ined  in  the 
re la tio n sh ip s of A ragorn , A rw en , an d  th e  h o u se  of th e  S tew ards of G ondor.
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L yd ia  R. B row n ing  n ex t takes u s  th ro u g h  C harles W illiam s's  Descent 
Into Hell w ith  a focus on  th e  them e of com m un ity  v ersu s iso lation . R alph  W aldo  
E m erson 's  essay  "Self R eliance" is u se d  as a key  to  u n d e rs ta n d in g  L aw rence 
W en tw o rth 's  increasing  w ith d ra w a l from  rea lity  an d  " th e  city" of h is  fellow  
h u m a n  beings, in  con trast w ith  th e  w ork in g s of coinherence p e rson ified  in  the 
in terac tions of o ther characters.
W e n ex t hav e , b y  o d d  coincidence, tw o  p ap e rs  on  an  au th o r too  se ldom  
fea tu red  in  M ythlore's pages: the  Ir ish  fan ta sis t E d w ard  John  M oreton  D rax 
P lunke tt, L o rd  D unsany . W e s ta rt w ith  A lyssa H o u se -T h o m as 's  s tu d y  of L ord  
D u n san y 's  "O rien ta l"  fa iry  tales. H ouse-T hom as d iv id es D u n san y 's  techn ique 
an d  aim s in to  " trad itio n a l"  O rien ta l tales, of th e  so rt E d w ard  Said describes in  
h is  theo ries of W este rn  O rien ta lis t a rt an d  lite ra tu re , a n d  no n -trad itio n a l, p o s t­
m o d e rn  ta les in  w h ich  O rien ta lism  is tu rn e d  u p s id e -d o w n  a n d  th e  W est is 
tu rn e d  in to  th e  O ther. T his p a p e r  w o n  th e  A lexei K o n d ra tiev  S tu d en t P ap er 
A w ard  a t th e  2012 M ythcon  in  Berkeley.
S tarting  from  n ea rly  th e  sam e p lace b u t a rr iv in g  a t a d ifferen t 
conclusion, E rin  Sheley  also takes D u n san y 's  O rien ta l fa iry  tales as h e r  subject. 
H e r in te rest is in  h o w  the  in s id e -o u t O rien ta lis t ta les d em o n s tra te  o r challenge 
theories of colonialism , anti-colonialism , an d  post-co lon ialism , de lv ing  in to  
D u n san y 's  h is to ry  w ith  W.B Y eats an d  co m p arin g  h is ta les to Salm an R u sh d ie 's  
M idnight's Children.
C o n tin u in g  o u r Irish  them e, in  o u r n ex t p a p e r  R oxanne B odsw orth  
looks a t W.B Y eats 's p o em  "C u cu h la in 's  F igh t w ith  th e  Sea" a n d  exam ines n o t 
ju s t h o w  b u t w h y  Y eats d ev ia ted  from  th e  o rig inal tales h e  m in ed  for th is 
m ateria l, sh ifting  th e  focus a n d  u s in g  the  a rchetypal characters to  dem o n s tra te  
n e w  them es an d  re in te rp re t trad itio n a l values.
O u r final p a p e r  is, a t th is  w riting , th e  first m ajo r p iece of scho larsh ip  I 
am  aw are  of dea lin g  w ith  G eorge R.R. M artin 's  fan tasy  sequence, A  Song o f Fire 
and Ice. Susan  Johnston  com pelling ly  a rgues th a t th o u g h  th e  series is incom plete  
a t p resen t, J.R.R. T o lk ien 's  concept of eu ca tastro p h e  an d  its d a rk  tw in , 
dysca tastrophe , can illum ina te  w h a t M artin  m ay  be try in g  to  accom plish  in  this 
b leak  an d  b lo o d y  series an d  p ro v id e  th e  re ad e r w ith  a w ay  to  u n d e rs ta n d  its 
va lu e  a n d  po ten tia l.
W e close w ith  o u r u su a l selection of rev iew s. In  ad d itio n  to  th e  referees 
on  th e  M ythlore  E d ito ria l A dv iso ry  B oard, I w o u ld  also like to  th an k  Scott 
M cL aren, John  Rateliff, B rian H u d so n , D av id  O berhelm an , a n d  Jason F isher for 
th e ir assistance w ith  th is issue.
—Janet B rennan  C roft
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